
March 29, 2018

To: Office of the City of Seattle Hearing Examiner

Appellant:	Michael Roberts
Address:	1425 Western Ave., Apt. 402
email:		mjsroberts@icloud.com
phone:		425-222-7610

Decision Being Appealed: Major Public Project Construction Noise Variance, 
Project No. 3029782.
 

An appeal to reverse or modify certain aspects of The Decision re Project No. 3029782.

After reviewing the Summary documents related to the Conditional Approval of the Noise Variance Request that was approved on March 19, 2018, we wish to appeal the decision and to request that Hearing Examiner consider the following:

It is clear that the process which studied existing noise as of 2011 and 2017 in the areas studied was thorough and provides a basis for comparisons, limits, and a revocation process. These matters are not disputed as an important part of the conditional approval.

It is also clear, from readings of the over one hundred on-line filed objections to the initial variance request, that there has been a strong public statement of the negative effects of the proposed and now conditionally approved increase and duration of noise in the study area. It does not seem likely that an extensive re-statement of these concerns will be more convincing than it was for the initial decision. Nevertheless, it must be noted that, in the words of one of the residents at Hillclimb Court, “Residences are primarily located in multi-family residential and mixed use buildings. Downtown residents are of all ages, from young families with infants to seniors in low income housing. There is a great diversity of cultural and economic backgrounds, with many being under represented during this public comment period.” A more equitable sample of residents would have provided for an extended comment period and more convenient methods of comment. The residents of the variance area are not an organized group who can readily bring their concerns to public attention. We object to the limitations of the comment period and the survey methods provided.

Unfortunately, when bedrooms in buildings such as ours are approximately 40 feet from the viaduct, there are no earplugs or white noise generators that will protect residents from noise impact at night. It is with this in mind that we seek a change in the Conditional Noise Variance.

We wish to request a mediation process to allow an equitable adjustment of the schedule (Please see Exhibit 1: BRC/SDCI Acoustics lTable of Construction Hours, pp. 13-14 of the Noise Variance Decision). of noise levels and times allowed in the variance. In addition to the concerns stated above,our request is based on the following objections:

Of the seven areas defined on pages 6 and 13-14 of the Variance decision only one is categorized as residential. This may correspond to a zoning-based map of the variance area, but it does not reflect the truly residential quality of the other six study areas. There are thousands of residents in these areas who deserve an equitable consideration. The baseline measurement location #1 is on Elliott Ave. between Blanchard St and Bell St. It is described as “North End (Residential Zone)” in the Variance Decision. This North End of the project has lower noise limits in both the Impact sourced noise and Non-impact noise. For example the Non-Impact Leq Noise limits in the North End from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. Mon-Fri are set at 71/71.
In the other six areas (Mainline) the allowed figures are 72-85/72-85. 


Also, the hours allowed in the approved variance are not as scientifically chosen as the acoustical information provided. It may be that the hours approved for increased noise outside the provisions of SMC 25.08 are chosen for the convenience of construction and demolition schedules. There is little evidence that the current variance has attempted to find an accommodation that considers the needs of residents. 

Relief requested: A mediation process to modify the hours and noise levels permitted in the decision dated March 19, 2018.
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