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ORDER ON MOTIONS FOR 

SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

Pursuant to the City's codification of SEPA and the SEPA rules, 1 the Department of Construction 
and Inspections ("Department") issued a Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance ("MDNS") 
for a project proposed by the Applicant, Seattle Art Museum. The Applicant proposes to construct 
a three-story, 13,885 square foot addition to the Seattle Asian Art Museum located in Volunteer 
Park, on Capitol Hill. Both the museum and the park are designated City landmarks. The project 
includes interior and exterior alterations to the existing museum structure, with additions to the 
north and east sides of the structure. 

SEPAREVIEW 

The Department's analysis and decision issued for the proposal states that the Department's review 
process included: 1) review of the Applicant's initial SEPA Checklists and revised Checklists; 2) 
review of the applicant's Geotechnical Engineering Study, Tree Survey, Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Worksheet, Asbestos, Lead and Hazardous Materials Survey, Visibility Study, Lighting Impact 
Analysis Study, Transportation and Parking Assessment, and Draft [Landmark] Certificate of 
Approval Application;2 3) review of public comment letters on the application; 4) review of 
comment letters addressed to the Department of Neighborhoods' Landmarks Preservation Board; 
and 5) consultation with the Department of Neighborhoods concerning impacts to landmarks.3

The Checklist describes in some detail the proposed changes to the museum structure and the 
surrounding park site. The Department's decision states that "potential significant adverse impacts 
have been identified with regard to the proposed alternations to the designated features of the 
landmark." Concerning the identified impacts, the decision states that they "will, be considered by 
the Landmark Board when it acts upon SAAM's application for a Certificate of .Approval, and the 
Board may impose conditions to avoid or mitigate impacts if it decides to approve a Certificate of 
Approval. The Board's action on the Certificate of Approval constitutes compliance with SEPA 

1 Chapter43.21C RCW and Chapter 197-11 WAC, respectively. 
2 Documents listed in 1) and 2) of this paragraph are attached as exhibits to the Declaration of Abigail Pearl De Weese 
in support of the Applicant's Motion for Summary Judgment ("De Weese Declaration"). 
3 De Weese Declaration, Exhibit A at 3-4. 




















