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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER
CITY OF SEATTLE


	In the Matter of the Appeals of:
FRIENDS OF MADISON PARK
	Hearing Examiner File: W-25-001
Declaration of Octavia Chambliss, president of Friends of Madison Park



Octavia Chambliss, declares under penalty of perjury as follows:
1. Friends of Madison Park was formed as a non-profit neighborhood association replacing the older entity of Madison Park Community Council and assuming their 501(c)(3) status in April/May of 2023.
2. I have been president of Friends of Madison Park since May of 2023 and have had the email president@friendsofmadisonpark.com since that month.
3. Our website www.friendsofmadisonpark.com was first published May 1, 2023 and is readily found if you Google Madison Park. Our Newsletter presently is published biweekly with over 1,000 subscribers.
4. Although Madison Park was one of the newly designated Neighborhood Centers, the Office of Planning and Community Development never initiated any outreach to inform our community about the proposed One Seattle Plan or the upcoming DEIS in the Fall of 2023 or the Revised plan in October of 2024.
5. Friends of Madison Park never had any outreach from OPCD by letter, by email, by public notices posted within the community, nor publication in the Madison Park Times,  despite being a “public group and community with a known interest in a certain proposal (i.e., the One Seattle Plan and the Environmental Impact Statements required to implement this plan) or in the type of proposal being considered” WAC 197-11-510 (c).
6. As a resident of Madison Park on 41st Ave E (between E. Madison and E Newton) with 26 homes that are all being upzoned from 3 stories to 5 stories, no homeowner was contacted regarding the One Seattle Plan or the Draft EIS, the revised One Seattle Plan or the FEIS.
7. I learned of the One Seattle Plan in a happenstance conversation (I cannot recall who or exactly when this happened but recall it was in April of 2024. I went on the City website and searched for an informational meeting- deciding on one at Bryant-Ravenna neighborhood in April of 2024.
8. I picked up every promotional flyer available- from the “stations” set up in the Eckstein School gym. There was not a single mention of the existence of the DEIS or a limited timeline to comment on it. There were no maps specific to what the Neighborhood Center boundaries or zoning changes would be. Nor did anyone speak on the DEIS that I heard at these informational sessions.
9. After reviewing the handouts, I emailed Michael Hubner at OPCD on April 29th, 2024, to request a Zoom call and/or meeting with specific times suggested. He said we would “find a time to chat” but wanted me to submit a comment on the zoning plan. I did submit a comment on the public review map on the One Seattle Plan website on May 1, 2024, specifically asking for a neighborhood meeting and our eagerness “to collaborate with your department and the One Seattle Plan.” (exhibit 1 already filed- Comment). I never saw or was told that there was a DEIS that required a separate system for comment. (exhibit 2 already filed- Emails with OPCD’s Michael Hubner).
10. Despite my request for a meeting with myself and the community in April 2024, there was never outreach from OPCD to have a neighborhood meeting to explain the Plan or review the DEIS, to view the concerns and impacts in our community- even though we had already been designated as a Neighborhood Center.
11. I also emailed OPCD in October 2024 (exhibit 2) when the maps and the revised One Seattle Plan were issued and again requested a meeting with our community, but that request was declined. Additionally, I requested an extension of the comment period on the FEIS as the deadline was December 20th when the comment period was so short and coming at the Holidays. That too was declined.
Dated this 30th day of March, 2025
				Octavia Chambliss
President, Friends of Madison Park
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