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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER 

CITY OF SEATTLE 

 

In the matter of the Appeal of: 

 

BAJA CONCRETE USA CORP., ROBERTO 

CONTRERAS, NEWWAY FORMING INC., 

and ANTONIO MACHADO 

 

from a Final Order of the Decision issued by  

the Director, Seattle Office of Labor Standards 

_______________________________________ 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Hearing Examiner File:  

No.: LS-21-002 

        LS-21-003 

        LS-21-004 

 

DECLARATION OF LAURA HURLEY  

 

 

  

 I, Laura Hurley, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington 

that the following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge: 

1. I am over the age of 18 and am competent to testify to the matters set forth in this declaration. 

2. I am a certified Spanish court interpreter in Washington State, license number 10635.  

3. I translated the document attached hereto as Exhibit A from English to Spanish. The 

document attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the Spanish translation 

that I produced, with handwritten modifications to the witness’ name throughout and 

handwritten material in the sections for the witness’ signature, location and date.  

 DATED this___ day of June, 2022 at ____________, Washington. 

 

              

       Laura Hurley, Lic. No. 10635 

        

13th Seattle
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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER 

CITY OF SEATTLE 

 

In the matter of the Appeal of: 

 

BAJA CONCRETE USA CORP., ROBERTO 

CONTRERAS, NEWWAY FORMING INC., 

and ANTONIO MACHADO 

 

from a Final Order of the Decision issued by  

the Director, Seattle Office of Labor Standards 

_______________________________________ 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Hearing Examiner File:  

No.: LS-21-002 

        LS-21-003 

        LS-21-004 

 

DECLARATION OF JOHNATHAN IVAN 

PARRA PONCE 

 

 

1.  I was employed by Baja Concrete from November 2018 to November 2019.  

2. I am over the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the matters set forth in this 

declaration. I am competent to testify to the same, and if called to testify my testimony would be as 

stated in this declaration. 

3. Roberto Soto Contreras, an acquaintance from Chile, recruited me to work for Baja. 

4. When I began working for Baja, I filled out a tax form that required me to state the number 

of dependents I had. When I stopped working for the company, I received a copy of the form, and I 

saw that Roberto had altered it to indicate that I had eight dependents. I understand that Roberto 
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made the same alteration for many other workers.  

5. Roberto frequently asked the workers to sign blank sheets of paper. He indicated that we 

were signing our paystubs and that we could sign them in batches rather than one by one. I never 

found out what, if anything, Roberto did with my signatures. 

6. I frequently worked more than forty hours per week but never received overtime pay.  

7. I was not paid for sick days. Once, I had to stay home for a day because I was sick, and the 

amount for that day was deducted from my pay. On another occasion, I had the flu and was out sick 

for three or four days, but I was told that I could not come in for another week as a punishment for 

calling out sick.  

8. Amounts for gas, tools, and rent were deducted from my pay. I never authorized Baja 

Concrete to make these deductions.  

9. Multiple workers would pile into Roberto’s van to commute between their apartments in the 

Lynnwood area to the worksite in downtown Seattle. We never understood how Roberto arrived at 

a gas deduction of $50-60 per week for each worker.  

10. The amount deducted for rent never varied, even though the number of people living in the 

shared apartment fluctuated, as workers were always coming in and out. I did not like this 

arrangement, so eventually, I relocated to a different apartment. 

11. Workers at the 1120 Denny Way construction site on Baja’s payroll earned significantly less 

than workers on Newway’s payroll who were doing the same work. I knew this because I had 

frequent contact with the Newway workers, and we would compare our pay.  

12. Roberto told us that he and Tony Machado had an arrangement in which Tony would receive 

a cut when workers were paid. Everyone knew this was happening. 
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13.   Workers were in no position to complain about underpayment. Both Roberto and Tony 

would frequently threaten to report workers to ICE, and when workers asked Roberto for more pay, 

Roberto would make the same threat. 

14. At the worksite, Tony was the boss. He was always present. He told the laborers what to do, 

he told the concrete people where to pour concrete, he coordinated workers, and he supervised 

everyone. He was in constant contact with Baja workers.  

15. Baja workers were also supervised by various Newway foremen. A Newway foreman named 

Pedro supervised the concrete workers, and a Newway foreman named Victor supervised the 

laborers. There was also a Newway foreman named Mario.  Both Newway foremen and Tony were 

responsible for making sure the work was being done correctly.  

16. To the extent that Roberto supervised the Baja workers, he was taking orders from Tony. 

When Roberto was away, Tony would supervise the Baja workers.  

17. Tony had the authority to hire and fire workers. He would tell Roberto if he needed more 

workers or wanted to let someone go. I heard the discussions between Tony and Roberto to this 

effect.  

18. There was a Newway employee who was responsible for safety on the worksite.  I cannot 

recall his name. Workers on Baja’s payroll were required to attend regular safety meetings and were 

told to mark their employer as Newway on the sign-in sheets for these safety meetings.  

19. Roberto would tell the workers when to begin and end the workday, because he was the one 

transporting them to and from the worksite, but I imagine that Roberto was taking orders on start 

and end times from someone at Newway, because we always started and ended at the same time as 

the Newway workers. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the law of Washington that the foregoing is true and 

correct. 

   DATED this___ day of May, 2022. 

______________________________________________ 

Location (City and State) 

              

       Johnathan Ivan Parra Ponce 
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