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Good Evening:
After several emails outlining the issue that currently exists with the lack of parking in the PhinneyWood
(Phinney Ridge/Greenwood Avenue) neighborhood, I have had no response from any of our City Government,
other than HALA with a promise for the data/studies which never materialized.
The City cannot build apartments, apodments, nor condos without parking. People will own cars to throw
kayaks, snowboards, skis, mountain bikes, road bikes, or to load up their snowshoes and/or hiking boots for
the weekend. By "not building" you are not solving the problem. The "Grand Bargain" is the "Grand Bribery"
and the only ones that benefit are the contractors.
My neighborhood was a parking nightmare 24 years ago. To fix my problem, I did a major remodel on my
house and put in a 2-car garage with a 2-car parking pad for guests. That was 24 years ago that I almost
moved out of the neighborhood because of the parking issues.
Fast forward to the here-and-now: my neighborhood is now inundated with Zip cars, Cars-2-Go, and REACH
cars. They get used on the weekends and then are abandoned (parked) for the weekdays when the
neighborhood commutes by bus into Seattle City Proper. Additionally, we have become a Park-N-Ride. There
is no fee, it is more secure than a designated Park-N-Ride, and it is a "straight shot" to work. There are no bus
transfers. No parking fees downtown, bus passes are paid for (at least in part, if not all) by their
employers. What a sweet-heart deal at the expense of those of us that live here.
Just recently, I got home at 3:00 PM. Cars were parked illegally in "No-Parking Zones" (one of which is
designated as such because 73rd Street is a designated Firetruck-Response Route--see the attached with the
No-Parking signs on the telephone poles). I went to Blue Bird Ice Cream Parlor shortly after 8:00 PM and one
of the cars was still there. And, it was on a Monday night, not a weekend. This is not an isolated
example. When the dinner hour rolls around or weekends, the entire block of "No-Parking" is full of vehicles.
Please do not try to solve a cancer (affordable housing) by making a deal with Satan. Contractors should be
leveed with a fee that is ear-marked, 100%, to subsidize those who need affordable housing. Do not place the
solution on the shoulders of the inhabitants of the neighborhoods. We are already paying for the torn-up
streets created by the contractors' heavy machinery, and have to deal with the potholes, broken pavement,
etc. during the entire construction period. A critical approach/analytical thought should be made to SOLVE
the problem, not trying to solve one problem and creating a bigger problem through mis-direction and
disingenuous conversation.
Sincerely,
Patrick Eggers
204 N 73rd Street,
Seattle, WA 98103
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